A Prayer for Wisdom and Revelation

(Eph. 1:15-23)

The Apostle Paul praises and prays for the Ephesians believers asking God to help them know God better and to fully understand the hope, riches and power that are available to His children.
INTRODUCTION

Did you know that there are great advantages being over 60 years old?  Many do not want to get old.  But in reality, there are many benefits.  One of my friends sent me 3 pages of special discounts for seniors.  Although I did not know it, I was entitled to a bunch of benefits all along.  Let me name a few: At Banana Republic you get 30% off, at Bealls, you get 20% off first Tuesday of each month.  Kohl’s 15% off, Albertson’s 10% off first Wednesday of each month; Ellie and I took advantage of one of the senior benefits at Sweet Tomatoes this week:  If you dine before 5p.m., you get all the salad, soup, bakery goods, pasta, dessert plus soft drink and coffee for $7.99, which is over 50% off.  Wow, what a deal.    
Just as I am richer than I thought, after 60, we are richer than we think spiritually.  Pastor Jason explained to us in Ephesians 1 that we have so much spiritual blessing, given to all who are God’s children.  We have the blessing of Sonship, the blessing of redemption, the blessing of knowing God’s will, and the blessing of secure inheritance.  
The Apostle Paul has a special relationship with the believers in Ephesus.  He was so proud of them that he praised them and also prayed for them.  Paul gives us a good model to follow.  Whether we are parents, teachers, or leaders, may we learn to praise and pray for those that we minister to.  What did Paul praise them for?  Let’s read Eph. 1:15-16, “For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.”
A. Paul praises the Ephesians believers (15-16)

Paul heard two things that indicated the genuineness of their salvation- their faith in Christ and love for other Christians.  As they understood and lived out what God promised them, it affected their attitude as well as their actions.  First and foremost, Paul could not stop giving thanks for their faith in the Lord Jesus.   Jesus was not only their savior, but Lord and Master.  They submitted to Him, believing that God could make a difference in their lives.    God was not just a God that existed on Sunday, but throughout the rest of the week.  God was real to them and it was reflected in their behaviors.  
APPLICATION:  Parents, teachers, and leaders, may we acknowledge the faith of those to whom we minister.  Last week, I was visiting some of the seniors at Goldberg Tower.  There were several in the 90’s that had physical limitations and could not come to church.  But they still have fervent faith in the Lord.  One pulled out a worn out legal pad with writing on it.  She explained that she had written pages and pages of God’s Word and has memorized it.  Her faith greatly encourages me and I am thrilled to tell you about it.  
Paul not only praises them for their faith in the Lord, but also their love toward all saints.  This Christian love is indiscriminate.  One does not pick and choose who they should love.  Just as Christ loves all saints, we also ought to love all saints including those that are not lovable.  True faith in Christ is evidenced by showing love for fellow Christians.  Faith and works go hand in hand.  Faith without works is dead.  The Bible says, “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” (John 13:34-35).  How the world will know that we are devoted followers of Christ, is if we love one another.  
APPLICATION:  The disciples of Christ are sensitive to the needs of one another.  If someone is emotional stress, true love is being available to listen and comfort him.  If someone has physical needs, true love is being available to care and serve him.  If someone has financial needs, true love is making our funds available to help.  If someone is lost and search for meaning in life, true love is pointing him to Jesus.  When Christians truly love one another, the world will take notice.  This is an agape love that can only come from God.  
Not only does Paul praise the Ephesians, but he also prays for them regularly.  Too often, we underestimate the power of prayer. 
ILLUSTRATION:  I am a task-oriented person.  It is easy for me to focus my time on doing instead of praying.  Two years ago, at a prayer conference, I was challenged to pray for every member of my flock.  Initially, I thought that was an impossible task.  That would take a lot of time and I was too busy to pray.  However, I made a commitment to do so.  I pray for every member in this sanctuary every week by name.  That has totally changed my ministry.  I became mindful of everyone throughout the week.  Various times, the Spirit tugged in my heart to call someone.  When I see others, I ask them how I could pray for them.  I have come to realize that I should not work harder, but smarter, by praying and allowing God to do more work.  Too often, I was not letting God in the ball game.  Indeed, God can do so much more when we yield it to Him.  

[ Beginning in verse 17, we see Paul’s prayer requests.  “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.”  Paul prays for a better knowledge of Christ.  It says that Paul keep asking God.  It was a regular practice for Paul to pray for his flock.  I ask all of you who are serving the Lord to pray for your small group members, for your Sunday school students, and for your children.   

B. Paul prays for a better knowledge of Christ (17)

What does knowing Christ involve?  It involves knowing more than facts about Christ.  
ILLUSTRATION:  I had known Ellie for about 10 years before I dated her.  We had taught Sunday school together; we were in the same fellowship.  I knew a lot about Ellie, but I did not know her personally.  Many of us just know about God and not know Him intimately.  The original word for know here refers to a real, deep, full and thorough knowledge.  Although the Ephesians had a good relationship with God, Paul prayed that they would go deeper in their knowledge of Christ.  One thing is to know intellectually, but it is another thing if it go deep into our heart, where it will affect our behavior.  
This will only happen if the Holy Spirit does it.  May we ask the Spirit to enlighten us in understanding God intimately.  We need wisdom and revelation from the H.S. to know Christ more.  This wisdom gives insight into the true nature of things.  And revelation is the unveiling true understanding of God.  

ILLUSTRATION:  Some one taught me an exercise that challenged me to know God deeper. I was asked to record ten attributes of God and define what each means.  Then I was to write down what it means to me if I really believe that.  It gave me a deeper understanding of God.  For example:. My God is omnipotent.  He is all- powerful.  There is nothing that He cannot do.  Therefore, I can have confidence to ask Him for the impossible.  My God is omnipresent.  He is all- present.  He will always be there for me.  Therefore, I am never alone and I cannot hide anything from Him.   My God is just.  He will hold each of us accountable for what we have done.  He will give each individual his fair consequences.  Therefore, I can feel comforted that justice will prevail although I have been mistreated.

[ Paul not only prays a better knowledge of Christ, but also he prays for a better spiritual vision as recorded in vv.18-19, “I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.  That power is like the working of his mighty strength.” ]
C. Paul prays for better spiritual vision (18-19) “eyes of your heart may be enlightened”

Paul prays that the eyes of their heart be enlightened.  In the Bible, the “heart” is the center of one’s personality.  When our hearts truly understand and embrace the three facts that believers receive from being in Christ, then we will see clearer God’s spiritual vision for us; we will understand the greatness of God’s plan.  The Lord has given us great resources to accomplish His plan and vision.  They already have it in their possession. The three facts that the believers need to understand more fully are 1) the hope to which he has called you. 2) The riches of his glorious inheritance, 3) His incomparably great power.  

1. Hope

As we understand our hope in Christ, then we get a better understanding of God’s plan for us.  A believer’s present hope has its source in the past when he was called to salvation.  One of the greatest fears is death.  Christ assures us that God has called us to salvation.  As we placed our faith in Jesus’ work on the cross, then we are certain of our future destiny.   Hope sustains us when things are not going as planned.  John MacArthur says, “Only when we come to understand how our lives are anchored in eternity can we have the right perspective and motivation for living… Only when we come to understand our heavenly citizenship can we live obedient and productive lives as godly citizens on earth.”  The hope of His calling assures us a place in heaven, which leads us to the second point:  
2. Riches

God has also promised us the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints.  We were all born rich when we trusted Christ.  These riches are not material things, but spiritual riches.  We are sons of the royal King of kings.  Paul is not asking God to give them what they do not have, but rather prays that God will reveal to them what they already have.  Just like when I turned 60, I automatically had special privileges although I was not aware of it.  My friend had to reveal to me what I already had.  We are rich in Christ.  May we be satisfied in Him.  
There are three facts that the believers need to understand more fully, namely, 1) the hope to which he has called you. 2) the riches of his glorious inheritance, 3) his incomparably great power.  Paul actually elaborated on this power that we have access to in vv.19b-23, “his incomparably great power for us who believe.  That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills every thing in every way.”  Paul portrays God’s power in Christ.
3. Power

D. Paul portrays God’s power in Christ (20-23)

1. Resurrection from the dead

This word, “Power” is the word dunamis, where we get our English word, “dynamite.”  This speaks of great power and strength.  Paul also uses three other synonyms to portray God’s power.  The word “working” in v.19 is energeia, where the English word energy comes from.  It suggests the inward propulsion of power.  The word “Mighty” means “ability to conquer.”  And lastly the word “Strength” suggests physical force.  All these synonyms describe the God’s incomparably great power.  
Paul goes on to give specific examples of God’s power and authority.  The greatest demonstration of His power is when God raised Christ from the dead.  This portrays His saving power.  We have power within us to help us to live godly lives.  
2. Exaltation to God’s right hand

Jesus, our High Priest, is seated at God’s right hand.  High priests in the O.T. are always standing because they are constantly offering up sacrifices.  But Jesus offered Himself once for all to pay the penalty of sin for all of mankind by his shed blood on the cross.  The resurrection shows the world that God has accepted what He had done on our behalf.  His work is done and now He is seated at God’s right hand, which is the position of highest honor and authority and power.  
3. Submission of all things to Christ

Paul goes on to state that God placed all things under His feet.  Jesus has power and authority over all things.  And He is our savior and Lord.  We can go confidently before Him.  We are assured that if we ask anything according to His will that He will answer us.  We have access to this mighty power.  God wants us to ask for impossible things.  Because when He answers it, no one else could get the credit for it except God.  Our confidence in asking God is dependent on our view of God.  If we see God as an awesome God, then we have confidence to ask Him for impossible things.  The more intimately we know God, the more confidently we can go to Him with impossible prayer requests.  
4. Head over the church

The last example here is God appointing Christ to be the Head of the church.  Someone came up to me this week and said, “You are the head of the church.”  I quickly replied, “No.  Jesus is the Head of the church.”  The church is described as Christ’s body.  
We are called to fulfill God’s master plan of making disciples of Christ among all nations.  We can depend on Christ, who can provide us power to accomplish His vision.  The more we know God deeply, the more we will recognize our weaknesses and our need for our Lord.  The more we know God deeply, the more confidently we will go before Him to tap into the great resources and power.  As a result, we will be able to be more effective in accomplishing His redemptive plan for mankind.   
