Grief in the Gardens: Do not weep for me but weep for yourselves
(Luke 23:26-49)
Big Idea:  Although Jesus was mocked, beaten, scourged, and led to be crucified, He still demonstrated selfless love to those that rejected him by offering to pay the penalty of their sin on the cross so that they could have access to God.
INTRODUCTION:

Today is Palm Sunday, which is a week before Christ’s resurrection.  During this “Passion Week” on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, we have Journey to the Cross prayer walk, where you can participate in an inter-active experience going through 12 prayer stations representing incidents that lead up to Jesus’ crucifixion.  You can sign up in the lobby.  

As we prepare for Easter, we have been studying the final days of Christ while he was on earth.  We looked at the Grief in the Gardens.  Pastor David brought to our attention the difference between worldly grief and godly grief.  Last week, Pastor Jason talked about the pain and grief that Jesus experienced as he anticipated God’s wrath to pour on him as he bore the penalty of all of mankind’s sin.  Jesus made it clear that His goal in life is to do the will of the Father.  He voluntarily offered up his life to die in our place.  

Judas led the religious leaders into the Garden to arrest Jesus.  It was painful for Jesus to witness one of His disciples betraying Him.  What probably more painful was seeing one of his inner-circle disciples, Peter, denying Him three times.  He was brought to Pilate for trial, who could not find anything wrong to accuse Him.  However, there was pressure from the people to crucify Jesus.  To placate the people, Pilate scourged Jesus.  He received 39 lashes with rods that had metal pieces or bones attached.  When the sharp objects grip the flesh, it rips part of it off.  Jesus was also beaten and crushed with a crown of thorns.  Before all was done, Jesus was in a bloody mess.  The mob mocked him and spit at him.  

He was led to His execution by crucifixion at Golgotha.  This is one of the most painful and humiliating methods of death.  According to the Romans’ way, it was required that the condemned criminal carry the cross through the streets to the place of execution.  This was to shame the victims. Because Jesus was so weak from all the suffering, he could not carry the tremendous weight of the cross.  The soldiers quickly seized Simon from Cyrene in N. Africa, from the crowd and made him carry the cross for Jesus.  Some believe that Simon was converted with his encounter with Jesus, who took advantage of every opportunity to explain how others can be saved.    
A. The Journey to the Cross
1. The pain of the maidens (23:27)

As they were on the journey to the cross, a large group of people followed along.  Luke chose to highlight a group of women mourning and wailing for Jesus.  Women back in the ancient days were second-class citizens.  However, they were valued and identified here.  The women were crying and weeping loudly.  They were broken up seeing their savior in his battered body going to be executed.  Jesus responded to the mourning women in an unexpected way. Only in Luke from the Gospel do we find this prophecy of the Messiah.  Let us read (22:27-31), “A large number of people followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for him.  Jesus turned and said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children.  For the time will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the barren women, the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’  Then ”they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills, “Cover us!” For if men do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?”  
2. The prophecy of the Messiah (23:28-31)

Although Jesus was indeed suffering, He told the women not to weep for him, but to weep for themselves and their children because they would face even greater suffering in the future.  Jesus warned them of the coming persecution.  He gave examples of how bad it was going to be.  Barren woman would be considered blessed over women that are with child.  This seems to contradict the thinking of those days where barren women were looked down upon and a woman with child was elevated.  The judgment would be so fierce that people would prefer the mountains to fall on them rather than to face the terror of the judgment.  
History shows that the Romans attempted to starve the Jews into submission in their destruction of Jerusalem in 70A.D..  As a result, men took food from the women and children.  Some were so desperate that they even killed and ate their flesh.  Jesus concluded His warning with a proverb saying,”For if they do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?”  Jesus was referring himself to the green tree.  If the Romans treated him so badly, how much more would they treat the dry, dead, barren nation of Israel?
While the women were grieving over the injustice toward Jesus, He was grieving over the terrible destruction of His people.  Jesus was not focusing on himself, but on those whom He loved.  
[ Luke not only highlighted the women from the crowd, but also two other criminals that were executed along side of Jesus.  This is a fulfillment of Isa. 53:12, which prophesied that the Suffering Servant would be “numbered with the transgressors.” We now move into the second part of the sermon: The Crucifixion on the Cross. ]

B. The Crucifixion on the Cross

1. The criminal alongside the cross (23:32-33)

The word for criminal used referred of one who uses violence to rob openly in contrast to the thief who secretly enters a house and steals.  These two men may have been guilty of armed robbery probably involving murder.  The two criminals were crucified alongside of Jesus at the place called Skull.  The Latin word for skull is Calvary.  The Aramaic word for skull is Golgotha.  The place is called skull because the hill looks like a skull.  Crucifixion is one of the most painful ways to die.  Nails were pounded into Jesus and the two criminal’s hands and feet as they lay on top of the cross before it was erected up for the world to see.  Since it was on a hill, it could be seen from far and near.  
2. The contempt to the cross (23:34b-37)

a. From the watched crowd: They say that he could save others, but could not save himself. (35)

b. From the soldiers: They cast lots for Jesus’ clothing and offer him a drink of sour wine. (34b,  36-37)

c. From one of the thieves: He wanted Jesus to save himself and them, too.  (39)

There were different responses from those that were present as Jesus hung on the cross.  There were four groups of people I want to highlight.  The first three groups of people all had negative responses.  First, the people that stood watching including some rulers said in verse 35, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.”  They were taunting and mocking Jesus.  They did not believe that Jesus could save himself lest to save the world.  Second, soldiers joined the crowd in their mocking game by saying in v.36, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.”  Third, in verse 39, one of the violent thieves joined in by ridiculing Jesus and said, “Aren’t you the Christ?  Save yourself and us!”  Jesus refused to save himself so that He could  provide salvation for the world as he finished his work on the cross.
Here we see the contempt to the cross.  They were all challenging Jesus to prove his kingship and to save himself.  As he hung on the cross, people mocked, insulted and condemned Jesus.  If it were me, I would be so ticked off and angry.  I would have called upon God to curse them.  But Jesus responded totally different by showing love and compassion for His enemies.  While he was on the cross, Jesus spoke seven times during this terrible six hours.  Luke recorded three of the seven statements.  It included the first two statements and the last statement from Jesus.  The first statement is recorded in v.34, which says, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”
3. The call from the cross (23:34a, 43, 46)  These are 3 of the 7 last words of Jesus

Instead of being offended and focusing on Himself, He focused on others.  In spite of being insulted, mocked, and taken to be crucified, Jesus still had compassion for those who despised him.  His prayer to the Heavenly Father shows his selflessness, for he is concerned for others.  Instead of cursing those who hurled insults at Him, Jesus asks His Father to forgive them.  Jesus indeed practices what he preaches.  He has taught his disciples in Lk 6:27-28 “love your enemies and to do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.”  

APPLICATION:  Are there people that have mistreated you?  It might have been your sibling, your parent, your classmate, your dormmate, or a coworker.  Are you willing to forgive like Jesus?
Jesus called for forgiveness because he loved all people including his enemies.  He took advantage of every opportunity to turn people to the Heavenly Father.  A week ago, 12 college students took advantage of opportunity to share the gospel with others.  One of the students that went on the trip is Suzanne and she comes to share her experience.  [SUZANNE’S TESTIMONY]
May we take advantage of every opportunity that God has placed before us.  Next Sunday is Easter.  It is one of the best times to invite friends and family to worship service.  Let us all invite someone to Easter Service to hear the gospel this week.  They are more likely to come if we just invite them.  
[As Jesus was hanging on the cross, the first three groups of people responded negatively to Christ.  However, the last group responded positively from an unexpected person, the second violent thief that was crucified along side of Jesus. We come to the third part of the sermon, “The Conversion on the Cross.” Let’s read vv.39-43, “One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Christ?  Save yourself and us!” But the other criminal rebuked him.  “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence?  We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve.  But this man has done nothing wrong.”  Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”  Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.”  ]

C. The Conversion on the Cross 
1. The rebuke (40-41) 

The second thief took a totally different stand from the rest of the crowd as he rebuked the first thief.  He courageous confessed his sins.  He stated that they deserved to be condemned for their evil deeds.  However, he recognized that Jesus did not deserve to die.  
2. The request (42)
This repentant thief turned to Jesus to make a request.  He wanted to be remembered when Jesus entered his kingdom.  He grieved over his sins, repented, and placed his faith in Jesus believing in some miraculous way that Jesus would survive crucifixion and establish a kingdom.  He was not aware of the timing of his salvation.

3. The reward (43)

But Jesus made it clear.  The repentant thief did not have to wait even one day.  Jesus assures him that he would be with Jesus in Paradise, which refers to heaven.  His faith secured him a place with Jesus.  For some of you here that have never placed your faith in Jesus Christ, I invite you today to believe that Jesus has died to pay the penalty of your sin and he resurrected showing that God has accepted what He has done on our behalf.  By believing, you will be saved. 
We come to the final hours of Jesus on the cross. Let’s read vv44-46, “It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour, for the sun stopped shining.  And the curtain of the temple was torn in two.  Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.”  When he had said this, he breathed his last.”  
Darkness settled over the area from noon till 3p.m. at which time.  God’s wrath was poured upon Jesus, who bore the sin of mankind on the cross.  Jesus breathed his last breath and said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” 
Right after that, the curtain of the temple was torn in two.   In the Old Testament. no one was able to enter the Holy of Holies, where the presence of God is, except for the High Priest.  There was this big thick veil that separated God from man.  After Jesus died, the penalty of sin was paid.  The veil is tore indicating that we can all have access to God directly through Jesus Christ, who is our High Priest.  We do not need anyone else to intercede for us except Christ alone.  
Although Jesus was mocked, beaten, scourged, and led to be crucified, He still demonstrated selfless love to those that rejected him by offering to pay the penalty of their sin on the cross so that they could have access to God.  May we not keep this Good News to ourselves, but to pass it to others.  Please invite a friend to come to Easter Service next week at 9:15a.m.

