Our Father in Heaven.
(Mt. 6:9)

INTRODUCTION


Last week, Ellie and I flew out to L.A. to attend my daughter’s graduation, who received her masters degree in counseling.  I had some wonderful father/daughter time with her.  She sent me a Father’s Day card yesterday, which says, “Thank for the ways you publicly and intentionally try to encourage, support, and build me up.  Thanks most of all for sharing God’s love to me- an unconditional and relentless kind of love to me.”  As I value my daughter as a father, she values me.  After seeing my daughter, I flew home to see my parents. Although my dad has Alzheimers, we were able to cherish some great memories together.  My dad values me.  As a result, I value my dad.  I trust that you also value your dad.  I also want to wish all the fathers a happy father’s day. This morning, I want to turn our attention from our earthly father to our Heavenly Father.
Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount taught what kingdom living is all about.  During this time, the disciples asked Jesus to teach them how to pray.  This is the only request that the disciples ever asked Jesus to teach them.  Note that the disciples did not ask Jesus to teach them to study the Bible or to learn to evangelize or to lead, but to teach them how to pray.  Why is this so significant?  The disciples noticed that Jesus spent a lot of time communing with God the Father.  Whenever Jesus spent extensive time to pray, something significant happened.  They made the connection that there is great power in prayer.  As a result, they approached Jesus asking him to teach them how to pray.  It is recorded in Luke 11:1, “One day Jesus was praying in a certain place.  When he finished, one of his disciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.”

The Lord answered by giving the Lord’s Prayer, which is recorded in Mt. 6:9, saying, “This, then is how you should pray.”  This is a template or example of how we are to pray.  In other words, “pray like this or pray along these lines.”  It represents a pattern of how we ought to pray and not as a replacement for our prayer.  There are two parts to the Lord’s Prayer.  The first half focuses on God and the second half focuses on human needs.  In the next couple of weeks, we will concentrate on the first half of the prayer, where we will break it down phrase by phrase so that we fully understand every element of the Lord’s Prayer.  My task this morning is to explain the first half of verse 9, which says, “Our Father in Heaven.”
A. Our Father is Our Lover

First, we are to address God as our Father.  This is the word, Abba, or daddy.  This is a treasured title from a child.  It speaks of an intimate and close relationship.  It is not one who is far away, but one that is near by not only physically, but also emotionally and spiritually.  It is a special relationship.  

Not everyone can be called Father or daddy, but only true family members.  One can be part of the family either by birth or by adoption.  Although we are rebellious sinners that are selfish and do wicked things, God loves us so much that He sent His only begotten son to die on the cross to pay the penalty of our sin so that whosoever believes in Him will be saved.  We are adopted into His Heavenly Family.  It is nothing that we deserve, but totally based on God’s grace.  Therefore, God is our Father in Heaven.  
ILLUSTRATION:  My nephew three years ago adopted a little boy from China with heart defect.  Although he had major physical problems, my nephew loved him and made him his son.  

ILLUSTRATION:  I want to show you a video of two adopted children that speak highly about their earth father as well as their Heavenly Father.  
God is a God of love.  He is our Heavenly Father and Our Lover, who sent His only begotten Son, Jesus, who left heaven so that He might become a man to identify Himself with us.  He became the substitutionary atonement for the sin of the world.  He was willing to give up his life on our behalf so that anyone that puts their faith in what He has done on the cross will be saved.  

If anyone of you has not trusted Christ as your personal savior, I encourage you to do so today.  Then you will be adopted as a child of God.  As a result, we become an heir of God.  We see here our heavenly Father as our lover.  There are various applications that we can learn from our heavenly Father.  I want to challenge the fathers here today and those that will be fathers in the future to learn to be a lover of your family.  

APPLICATION:  One of the most precious gifts that we can give to our children is to love our spouse.  Treat her with great value.  If you love your wife, your children will feel secure.  They will feel safe at home.  Unfortunately, there is too much verbal abuse and some physical abuse that we witness at home.  It can be traumatizing for the children.  Too often, we spend too much time taking care of our children and neglect our spouse.  Make sure you spend couch time together communicating with each other.  When parents show interest toward each other by talking and listening to each other, it gives calmness and peace to our children.  Love your children, but more importantly, love your wife.

APPLICATION:  There is no better way to show love to our family members than to spend time with them.  May we be willing to demonstrate sacrificial love by setting aside special one-on-one time with each member of your family.  Take each out on dates.  No only the good child, but all of them because you love them.  It does not need to be an expensive restaurant.  You can simply take your child out to the playground or take a walk with your wife.  Make sure that you schedule it on your calendar.  Unless we allocate time on our calendar, it would only be wishful thinking.  


Our time with our wife or children need to be both quality time and quantity time.  If you have young children, find another young family that you get along well and take turns watching each other kids so the parents can go out on a date.  

[ Our Heavenly Father is not only our lover, but He is also our guide. ]

B. Our Father is Our Guide

King David, the psalmist, describes the Lord as his shepherd.  This metaphor is an excellent description of our Heavenly Father.  Like a shepherd, He guides us and leads us.  In Psalms 23:1-2, “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.  He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul.  He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.  Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me.”  Since we are God’s beloved children, He wants the best for us.  He has a special plan for our life.  He provides truths and wisdom from His Word to guide our life.  Although He guides us, he does not force us.  He is our shepherd and not our dictator.  We can choose to either learn the easy way or the hard way.  We can choose to follow our Heavenly Father leading or choose not to.  Unfortunately, because we want control, many times we do not let God to guide or lead us.  
If I ask you, “Who is smarter?  God or yourself?”  We all would say, “God is smarter.”  However, in our daily life, we seldom consult with God unless we are in deep water.  We need to trust our Heavenly Father.  The reason we do not trust God is because we do not have a close relationship with Him.  If we truly understand how much He loves us and wants the best for us, then we would yield to Him.  We enjoy our life fully by finding out what God is doing and we quickly partner with Him by joining in.  That is where the action is.  May we align our will with God’s will.  Too often, we figure out everything in life and we tell God to rubber stamp our will.  May we be persuaded that our Heavenly Father has a better plan.  
Although we walk through difficulties in life, we can be assured that our Heavenly Father is there for us.  We know that Daddy is there to lead us, guide us, and protect us.  He knows what is best.  We do not need to fear. 
APPLICATION:  As earthly fathers, we are to be the guide and leader of our family.  In order to lead well, we need to know the needs of our family members.  That means that as fathers, we must engage with our family members.  Communication with each member is critical.  Be intentional in conversing with your wife and children.  A good leader understands the needs of the family and looks down the road to meet those needs.  Just as the shepherd understands the sheeps’ needs for water, food and protection, we as fathers also need to understand the needs of our family and to go out of the way to meet them.  
APPLICATION:  The good guide and leader would anticipate potential dangers and find a way to avoid it before it occurs.  We as fathers are to anticipate financial danger, physical danger, emotional danger, and spiritual danger.  Are you looking out for the well being of your family members?  As your children grow, it is imperative for you to build relationship with your kids’ friends.  Get to know your kids’ friends’ parents.  What is good is to invite them to your house so that you can build relationship with them and observe what kind of kids they are because they have great influence over your children.  You want to be in position to protect your children.  
ILLUSTRATION:  Two weeks ago while I was having dinner with my son.  He said, “I have come to realize how wise my parents are and I need to take advantage of them more often.”  I am glad that he realizes that his parents are good guides and it is a good idea to listen to them.  May we model well so that our kids would want to listen to us.   

[ We have seem how our Heavenly Father is our lover and our Heavenly Father is our Guide; thirdly, I want to highlight that our Heavenly Father is Our Provider. ]
C. Our Father is Our Provider

Our Heavenly Father knows our every need and wants to meet our needs.  The issue is that many times we do not want His help.  We think we can take care of it ourselves.  We over-estimate our ability and under-estimate God’s ability.  God has unlimited resources and as God’s children, we have access to all of His resource.  (Eph. 3:20) “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us.”  (1 John 5:13-14) “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.  This is the confidence we have in approaching God; that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.”  

Our Heavenly Father wants to provide for us. May we be wise in submitting our needs to Him as we seek His will.   May we not rob ourselves of God’s goodness to us.  There is not anything that our Heavenly Father cannot do.  He loves us, He wants to guide us, and He wants to provide for us.  May we get close to our Father in order to know Him well.  Then we can have great confidence to go before Him with our requests.  (John 15:7) “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given to you.”  This is a tremendous promise that God has given to each of His adopted children.  There are two conditions to God answering our requests.  1) Remain in Him  2) Remain in His Word.  If we work hard to connect with God, know Him, understand what is in His heart, and be obedient to His Word, then we can have total confidence to ask anything and He will give it to us.  
ILLUSTRATION:  My son after high school, decided not to go to church.  I prayed fervently that he will return to Him and God answered my prayer.  I had a broken relationship with one of my siblings.  I prayed for restoration and God answered my prayer.  

APPLICATION:  We as earthly fathers have a responsibility to provide for the needs of our family members.  This is much more than just providing food on the table.  We need to understand their spiritual and emotional needs.  May we guide them and provide for them.  Are we showing our kids how important God is to us?  Do we know our kid’s passion?  May we understand how God has gifted them?  Are we helping our kids to excel in the areas that God has wired them to?  May we not force them to do things that they are weak in or things that we want them to excel in, but they are not good at.  As fathers, may we see beyond the outward needs of our family members to the inner needs.   May we provide boundaries, guidance, and mentorship to develop inner character within our children.   
May we follow the example of our Heavenly Father, who loves us so much that He adopted us as His children.  May we love our family members by offering sacrificial love toward them as we guide them and lead them as a shepherd, who provides and protects them.  
