Come and See Jesus
(John 1:35-46)

Main Idea:  God created man so that we can have a relationship with Him.  This relationship is so special that we are to invite others to come and see who this Jesus is.  May they respond by choosing to follow Jesus and to be with Him.  

.  
INTRODUCTION

Happy New Year!  I am sure all of us look forward to a New Year, a fresh start, a new beginning.  Whatever failures or shortcomings we have had in 2016, we have another opportunity to do better in 2017I love watch basketball.  Last year, the Houston Rockets were terrible.  As we started a new season, there was new hope because we have new coach and new players.  Last year, James Harden started the year miserably.  If the team were to be better, he would have to play better.  Our new coach empowered him with more responsibilities.  Many had reservations if he would be able to take on these new challenges.  Well, he really stepped up and improved his game.  As a result, the Houston Rockets are having an amazing year.  

You can have an amazing year also.  God has a special plan for each one of us.  He has created us so that we can have a personal relationship with Him.  However, sin destroyed our relationship with God.  God did something about it by sending His only begotten Son to redeem us from the penalty of sin.  He came to die and to give us newness of life.  He not only promised us eternal life, but also abundant life.  My question to you is “Do you have eternal life?  If you do, are you living an abundant life?”  If not, why not?  Well, as we start a New Year, I want to challenge you to be a devoted follower of Christ.  You need to step up and improve your game.  When we do, then we will experience abundant life and will have an amazing year.  It is a three steps process.  1) Come and See Jesus  2) Come and Follow Jesus and 3) Come and Be With Jesus.
The first step: Come and See Jesus. [READ Jn. 1:35-42a.]  35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, "Look, the Lamb of God!"  37 When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus.  38 Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, "What do you want?" They said, "Rabbi" (which means Teacher), "Where are you staying?" 39 "Come," he replied, "and you will see." So they went and saw where he was staying, and spent that day with him. It was about the tenth hour.  40 Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, "We have found the Messiah" (that is, the Christ). 42 And he brought him to Jesus. 
A. Come and See Jesus (John 1:35-46)

1. Andrew and Simon

John the Baptist had been talking about the coming Messiah and when Jesus came along, he directed his two disciples to turn to Jesus.  John was saying, “Go and check out Jesus.”  Come and see Jesus, whom I have been talking about.  He is here in person.  Are we directing people to Jesus?  Do people know that Jesus is the most important person in our life?  Are we including Jesus in our conversation like John the Baptist?  

Andrew followed Jesus and asked him where he was staying.  Jesus invited Andrew to come and see.  He stayed and remained with Jesus the rest of the day.  After understanding that Jesus is the Messiah, the first thing Andrew did was to introduce his brother Simon to Jesus.  “Come and see Jesus.”  
Immediately after this incident, Jesus asked Philip to follow him.  Let us [READ  Jn. 1:43-46], 43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, "Follow me." 44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, "We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote--Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." 46 "Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?" Nathanael asked. "Come and see," said Philip. 

2. Philip and Nathanael

After Philip experienced the reality of Jesus as the Messiah, he quickly found his good friend Nathanael & introduced him to Jesus.  Nathanael had some reservations. Philip said, “Come and see Jesus.”  As we experience Christ in our life, we are to bring others to Jesus by encouraging them to check Jesus out.  Come and see Jesus.  As they understand who Jesus is and what He has done for them, they will be encouraged to follow Jesus also.  
APPLICATION:  How excited are you about Jesus?  Have you experienced Christ’s power and Christ’s peace?  If you have experienced it, then it is easy to tell others about it.  Are you taking full advantage of God’s resources?  Are you depending on Jesus or depending on yourself?  Do you go to Jesus first or do you go to Him last after you have tried everything and come up empty? 

I want to challenge you this year to pray for two non-Christians every week.  Pray that they will be open to spiritual truths.  Pray that you have a greater compassion for the lost.  Pray that we will be intentional in building relationship with them.  It could be a family member or a neighbor or a coworker or classmate.  Share with them about what Jesus is doing in your life.  Basically inviting your friend to “Come and see Jesus” like Andrew and Philip.  

However, if you have not seen Jesus personally, I want to extend an invitation for you to believe Jesus, who died for the penalty of your sin and rose again showing that God has accepted what He had done on our behalf.  

God is not only interested in converts.  He wants us to be disciples of Christ.  In [Mark 1:16-20], we see Jesus inviting the new believers to follow him as disciples of Christ.  16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17 "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men." 18 At once they left their nets and followed him. 19 When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. 20 Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men & followed him. 
B. Come and Follow Jesus (Mark 1:14-20)

Remember, this was not the first time that Simon and Andrew had heard about Jesus.  Earlier in John 1, we see how they had placed their trust in Jesus.  Now Jesus asks them to follow Him and be disciples of Christ.  They were promised to change from catching fish to catching souls.  Jesus was going to train and equip them by discipling them.  There is a cost to discipleship.  Simon and Andrew left a lucrative business and James and John left their families to follow Jesus.  Their allegiance was now to their new teacher, Jesus.  All four of these men responded immediately and wholeheartedly.  
Learning to be fishers of men is a process that required following Jesus in the areas that are important to Jesus.  As disciples of Christ, we are to follow Jesus and emulate Him.  There are three valuable practices of Jesus that He wants His disciples to follow:
1. Worship God:  Jesus always found time to commune with God, particularly when he was most busy.  The busier he was, the more he needed the Lord to strengthen and guide Him.  (Mk. 1:35)  “Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.”  Jesus spent regular time worshipping and communing with God.  He enjoyed being in God’s presence.

2. Fellowship with Others:  (1 John 1:3) “We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us.  And our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ.”  It is easier to follow Jesus with others.  We could encourage one another, support one another, serve one another, love one another, and admonish one another.  
APPLICATION:  If you are not in a small group already, please check out the list of small groups in the back of the bulletin.  It is my desire that 80% of our congregation will be in a small group.  We can hold each other accountable so that we will not be distracted.  
3. Witness to the lost (Matt. 9:35,36).  Christ was passionate about the lost.  He took the initiative to go to the lonely, the rejected, & the sick.  He equipped his disciples and modeled for them what it means to be Fishers of men.  
ILLUSTRATION:  4 months ago, I had a new neighbor that moved in adjacent to us.  I said to myself, “Here is a good opportunity to develop relationship with them.”  I asked Ellie to bake a cake and we will welcome them to our neighborhood.  Our neighbor was pleasantly surprised when I we brought the cake over.  He said if I like BBQ.  I said, “Yes.”  He said that the next time he cooked BBQ, he would bring some over.  A month later, there was a knock on my door.  It was my neighbor with BBQ.  It was a beginning of a new relationship we have.  It was part of that process of becoming fishers of men.  
 [ WE have talked about the first two steps in being a devoted follower of Jesus, which lead us to experiencing abundant life: 1) Come and See Jesus.  We are curious about Jesus and are invited to check Jesus out. 2) Come and Follow Jesus.  We are convinced that Jesus is our savior.  We want to do those things that are important to Jesus: to worship God, to fellowship with others, and to witness to the lost.   That leads us to the third step in being a devoted follower of Jesus.  That is to come and be with Jesus.  Many of the disciples were following Jesus, but they were not following very consistently.  They knew the concepts, but it did not sink in.  Jesus in the upper room discourse taught them the importance of remaining in Christ.  That is to be with Jesus and abide with Him.  This is a true dependence on the Lord.  [What does it involve to come and be with Jesus?  This is a follower that is truly committed to Jesus.  Let us turn to John 15:7-8, “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.  This is the my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.”  ]
C. Come and Be with Jesus (John 15:7-8)

1. Remain in Jesus (Jn. 15:7): 

The word, “remain” means to abide or to dwell or to stay.  The context of this verse refers to Jesus describing Himself as the vine and we are the branches connected to him. As long as we are connected to the vine, we get nutrients.  But if we get disconnected, then we wither up.  In order for us to remain in Jesus, we need to know Him personally.  The more we know Him, the more we will appreciate Him and trust Him.
ILLUSTRATION:  I met with a couple for pre-engagement counseling.  They are in love and they want to spend all their time together.  They want to remain with each other.
APPLICATION:  We know we need to spend regular quality time with the Lord.  However we have gotten distracted by so many things.  A devoted follower enjoys being with Jesus consistently.  He finds rest in Jesus because he has confidence that Jesus will take care of him.  Because they have such a close relationship, it is common to hear him talking about Jesus all the time.  When you are in love, you think and talk about your lover all the time.  That is to remain in Jesus. [ Secondly, God’s Word need to remain in us.  ]
2. God’s Word Remain in us (Jn. 15:7):  The more we value Jesus, the more God’s Word will remain in us.  Scripture is not only information, but it will influence our behavior.  As we obey God’s Word, it will lead to transformation.   Scripture remain with us.  It stays with us.  We not only remember it, but we want to apply it.  When we study God’s Word, it should lead us to action.  
APPLICATION:  The key to God’s Word remaining in us is spending regular time reflecting, meditating, and applying it.  As we start a New Year, would you be willing to spend 10 minutes a day reading a paragraph of God’s Word.  Then reflect, meditate and write down what you will do different because of what you read.  Then God’s Word will remain in us.  It will stay with us.  
3. Consequence of Remaining

a. Confidence to ask God for Anything

There is a natural consequence when we remain in Jesus and God’s Word remain in us.  We will have confidence to ask God for anything.  God promises to give it to us.  The reason is because we will then be asking God according to His will and not ours.  Whatever challenges we face, we can turn it over to God.  Indeed, we can claim the promise in Phil. 4:6-7, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  Do you want to live a life filled with peace instead of anxiety?  Come and be with Jesus.  Remain in Jesus and God’s Word remains in us. There is another natural consequence, which is having confidence in bearing much fruit.  Let us read (John 15:8) “This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.” 
b. Confidence in Bearing Much Fruit (Jn. 15:8)

God will be honored and glorified when we bear much fruit.  It is also an evidence that we are disciples of Christ.  Fruit can be the fruit of the Spirit, which is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  Fruit can also refer to bringing souls to Christ.  Are you bringing people to Jesus?  Are you willing to step out of your comfort zone and connect with your classmate or coworker or neighbor that does not know Jesus?  Too often, we spend too much time with Christians because we are comfortable with them.  May we share the Good News with those that do not know the Lord.  May this New Year be a new start for us.  It all starts with being intentionally in praying and spending time with those that God has brought into our lives.  Invite your neighbor over for dessert.  Go over to your coworker and ask how he enjoyed Christmas.  Share with him what you did.

May we not be satisfied only coming and seeing Jesus and following Jesus, but to be with Jesus.  As we become a devoted follower of Christ, this year is going to be amazing.   
