Judge Not, Less You Will be Judged
(Mt. 7:1-6)

Main Idea:  Kingdom citizens discern their own faults before examining the faults of others.  
INTRODUCTION

Have you been offended or mistreated by someone?  I am sure you have been there.  It probably ticked you off.  How do you respond in the midst of this conflict?  What most people do is to either withdraw or attack.  Those who withdraw might be passive aggressive.  It is common to get into a revenge mode to hurt the other person back for their insensitive behavior.  

Since people have different personalities, opinions and preferences, it is common to have conflict and clash with others.  We tend to see the world through our personal lenses.  We make decisions and judgments based upon our own personal values and convictions.  It is natural to think that we know what is going on and if someone else has a different position, then they are wrong.  We must admit that we all have engaged in judging others.  This morning, we will be addressing the topic of judging.  Jesus addresses this issue in the Sermon on the Mount.
We have been going through the King’s Sermon, namely, the Sermon on the Mount, where Jesus describes the character and behavior of Kingdom living.  In Matthew 6, Jesus warns his disciples about their temptations regarding personal issues like wealth and worry.  In Matthew 7, he shifts his focus and warns his disciples about their temptations regarding interpersonal relational issues.  
The Pharisees and scribes were misleading their followers.  As a result, Jesus had to clarify and correct their teachings.  As a matter of fact, Jesus condemns their hypocritical behavior. They were seeking applause from men instead of God.  They feltthey were more superior to the rest of the people.   They only appeared to be righteous on the outside, but their hearts were not motivated by the love of God.   
Hypocrisy spilled over to their interpersonal relationships.  Jesus warns his disciples not to follow the bad example from the hypocritical religious leaders.  From our Scripture reading, we can divide our message into two parts, namely, The Hypocritical Behavior of Judging Improperly and The Unwise Behavior of Discerning Improperly.   Both of these extreme behaviors are inappropriate.  A kingdom life must live a balance of judging properly and discerning properly.   

Let us read Matthew 7:1, “Judge not, that you be not judged.”  Here we see a command from Jesus not to judge.  This is probably the most quoted verse by non-Christians.  When Christians make bold stands like premarital sex is wrong or abortion is murder, the world would quickly quote Mt. 7:1, “Judge not, that you be not judged.”  The question before us is, “Is it right to pass judgment on the actions of others?”   If we just read verse 1, our first reaction would be, “No!  It is never right to judge another.”  However, if we take a closer look, Jesus said, ”It depends!  There are times that you can judge and there are times that you cannot judge.”  
A. The Hypocritical Behavior of Judging Improperly

1. Do not Play God

The verb “judge” (krino) has a number of different nuances.  It all depends on the context that is being used.  It can mean “discernment or evaluation” (Lk. 7:43) or judicial litigation (Mt. 5:40), or pronouncement of guilt (Jn. 7:51), or to determination of a person’s fate (Mt. 5:22; 8:16).  The latter two suggestions are a good fit in this context.  
The Pharisees were setting themselves above others and making a pronouncement of their guilt before God.  They placed themselves above everyone else to make this judgment.  In another word, they were to a certain degree playing God.  Before we can judge others, we need to have a right view of God.  Instead of seeing God as the Judge, they saw themselves as the Judge.  Instead of realizing that someday that God would judge them, they condemned others.  We see that the Pharisees had a wrong view of God here.  As a result, they tried to play the role of God as they judge others.  
The word “judge” is in the imperative present tense.  In other words, it is a command.  The present tense gives us the idea of stop judging.  This selfish, critical, harsh judgment is wrong, so stop it now.  This kind of improper judgment, will result in God judging them.   
There are several reasons why we are not to judge.  1) We do not know all the facts.  There are many things behind the scenes that we do not know.  We only make assumptions.  Most of the time, we are wrong with our assumptions.  Another reason why we are not in position to judge is that 2) We do not know the motive of their heart.  It is dangerous to make judgment based just on the outer appearance. 

There is only one person that knows all the facts as well as the motive of one’s heart.  That is God.  (James 4:12) “There is only one lawgiver and judge, he who is able to save and to destroy.  But who are you to judge your neighbor.”  May we be hesitant to judge others and pronounce guilt upon them.  When we judge others, we are actually usurping God’s authority.  We are playing God.  We are saying that we have the right to be the judge.  Then does it mean that we cannot judge others at all?
Now this verse is not saying that we should not judge at all.  It does not say that one has the license to sin or we are to excuse sin.  Scripture makes it clear in many passages that we have a responsibility in judging others.  (1 Jn. 4:1) “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world.”  We need to evaluate and judge what the other person believes.  (Jn. 7:24) “Do not judge by appearance, but judge with right judgment.”  
When Jesus says, “Judge not”, He is concerned about the purpose of our judgment.  Judging improperly is having the intention of tearing down the other person instead of building him up.  Are we seeking to embarrass him or are we seeking to help him?  Judging improperly is to make us look good instead of making the offender look good.  
When we see a brother doing something wrong, it is our responsibility to correct him gently. “Brother, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness.  Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted.” (Gal. 6:1).  Our goal is to restore the person in sin and not to tear them down.  In (Lev. 19:1, Living Bible)- “Don’t hate your brother.  Rebuke anyone who sins; don’t let him get away with it, or you will be equally guilty.” We are not only responsible for correcting, but correcting properly.  
 Instead of being critical in our judgment, we are to be merciful.  True kingdom citizens exhibit mercy instead of judgment because we know God has shown mercy to us.  Likewise, we are to show mercy toward others.  When a person has fallen, it is time for compassion, not condemnation.  It is time to reach out your hand to pull him up rather than to kick him while he is down.  When a person makes a mistake, it is an opportunity to help restore him.  
Jesus went on in verse two to state why they are not to judge in this way.  READ v. 2, “For with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to you.”  We are to be careful of making this kind of judgment because it will come back to haunt us.  We will be judged by the same standards that we use to judge others.  To a certain degree, when we condemn others, we are actually condemning ourselves because we have done the exact same sin in the past.  
ILLUSTRATION:  When we point a finger at someone else, we have three fingers pointing back to us.  (Rom. 2:1) “Therefore, you have no excuse, O man, everyone of you who judges.  For in passing judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same things.”  
ILLUSTRATION:  It is like throwing a BOOMERANG.  When you throw it out, it will come back at you. We reap what we have sown.  

[The first way how one judge improperly is to play God.  We do not have the right to judge because we do not know all the facts or the motive behind the action.  God is the only one that is qualified to judge.  However according to Scripture, we might need to make some judgment, not for condemnation, but for identification.  Instead of using an attitude of tearing down, we are to have an attitude of building up.  
The second way how one judges improperly is using double standards.  Let us read vv.3-4, “Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?  Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye?” ]
2. Do not Promote Double Standard

Here we see a wrong view of others.  Instead of valuing others, we tend to see others as inferior to us.  The Pharisees look down at others as they judge and criticize others to condemn them.  But as Kingdom citizens, we are to look for ways to help them. 
As recorded in verses 3 and 4, we see that Jesus is humorous as he illustrated a ridiculous situation.  We deceive ourselves thinking that we are more spiritual than others.  Therefore, we are immune to the short comings that we see in others.  The criticizer is inconsistent in his judgment.  We judge improperly when we promote double standards.  We set a standard to judge others with, but we exempt ourselves from the same standard.  It only applies to others, but not apply to ourselves.  
APPLICATION:  We judge others because they are lazy, but in reality, we are lazy also.  We condemn others as being messy, but when we look at our mirror, we are messy also.  We might see someone being manipulative, but we ignore the incidence when we are manipulative.  That is using a double standard. 

We tend to be fault finders.  It makes us feel good when we can point out something is wrong with others.  But we are not willing to admit that we are guilty when we have committed the same sin.  He condemns others, yet he justifies himself when he commits the same thing.  In reality, the criticizer is the weaker of the two.  It is the weak who judge and criticize the most.  The critical person is insecure and how he makes himself feel better is to put others down.  That is a description of a hypocrite.  When we promote double standard, we lost respect from others.  
ILLUSTRATION:  During my younger years, that was an exact description of me.  Because of my insecurity, I found ways to make me look better than others by being extra critical and by identifying faults in others.  If I could point out shortcomings of others, then I would look better than them.  This is just improper judgment.  We have seen this being displayed when we play God and when we promote double standards.  A third way how we judge improperly is playing blind surgeon.  
3. Do not Play Blind Surgeon
ILLUSTRATION:  My mom had cataract surgery last Friday.  If you are going to have surgery, what kind of credentials do you want from your surgeon?  You definitely want someone that has a lot of experience, someone with a steady hand and good eye sight.  It would not make any sense if your surgeon is blind.  He could make some major damage if he cannot see.  In the same way, Jesus is using an illustration to show that it does not make any sense if one has a big log in his eye that he is trying to take the speck out of another person’s eye.  The log gets in the way.  
We see here a wrong view of ourselves.  We deceive ourselves thinking that we are more spiritual than we think.  We fail to examine our hearts honestly and thoroughly.  We think that we are active at church and are involved with various ministries that we are spiritual.  What looks good on the outside does not guarantee that our hearts are in the right place like the Pharisees.  
It is easy for us to overlook our own sins and identify sin in others.  Many times, the sin that we see clearly in others is also present in us.  Kingdom citizens must first deal with our own sins before correcting others.  Let us read verse 5, “You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye.”  

ILLUSTRATION:  Someone has spoken negatively about me.  Unfortunately, I reacted by judging that person in a condemning way.  Instead of talking with that person to get all the facts, I made some wrong assumption, which led to further distrust toward us.  The other party also made condemning judgment toward me and a wall was built.  However, the Lord spoke to both of us from this passage that we need to take the log out of our own eyes, then we will see clearly to take the speck out of our brother’s eye.  Instead of blaming others, I asked God to reveal the log in my eye.  Two weeks ago, we reconciled because we were setting to build each other up.  
Before we judge others, may we evaluate ourselves first.  When we judge, may we seek to build up others.  We cannot accomplish this until we have removed the log that is in our eyes.  Then we can see clearly to help our brother to judge his work properly.  However, if there is sin in our lives, it blinds us from seeing clearly.  If we judge others, then we are actually being hypocrites.
[Jesus not only warned us not to judge improperly, but also not to discern improperly. Let us read Mt. 7:6, “Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw your pearls before pigs, lest they trample them underfoot and turn to attack you.”

B. The Unwise Behavior of Discerning Improperly

To be effective in ministry, we must make judgments- not for condemnation, but for identification.  Jesus encourages us to discern who we share the truth with.  In verse 6, who is Jesus referring as dogs and pigs?  Back in Jesus’ days, dogs and pigs were wild and unclean animals.  These metaphors likely refer to unbelievers, who persistently reject the gospel or truth.  Surely, everyone needs to hear the gospel, but to share with those that consistently resist listening, it can be a waste of time.  May we make proper discernment by asking, “Is this person open?  Is he curious?  Or does he just want to argue and discuss endlessly?  

Wild dogs do not value holy things.  Unclean Pigs do not realize the value of pearls.  They know that they cannot eat them, so they spit them out and then trample them.  Similarly, those that consistently reject the gospel do not value it.  Therefore, let us be discerning when we make decisions.  
In conclusion, may we as kingdom citizens discern our own faults before examining the faults of others.  Let us judge properly by not playing God or not promoting double standards or not playing blind surgeon.  Let us seek to build one another up instead of tearing them down.

