 Humble Followers Are Exalted

(Luke 18:9-14)

11/29/20    Main Idea: God exalts the humble followers and humbles the self-righteous followers.  

INTRODUCTION:

Before I start, I want to ask all of you to pray for Pastor Jason and Theresa.  As you know, Theresa is expected to give birth around Christmas time.  However, she had some complications during the past 7 days and she was taken to the hospital for the second time yesterday.  She will stay in the hospital until it is time to give birth.  Please pray for a safe delivery.  As a result, I am substituting for Pastor Jason in preaching today.

During my sabbatical, there were three areas of books that I was reading.  One was in the area of leadership.   As I read, I pondered “what are the qualities of a leader?  What does a disciple looks like?  And what does the Lord look for as His followers.  What might be one of the most important qualities to have?”  There was one quality that kept coming up that I should follow as well as one quality that I should avoid.  It is related back to what Elder Jonathan preached about last week on Jesus humbling himself to wash the disciples’ feet.  God wants us to come before Him with a humble heart and not with a prideful heart. 
I remember one of my first youth leaders that I discipled was a very gifted man, who had a passion for God.  He was a strong natural leader, who was a very good communicator.  He knew the Bible well.  However, he did not do well as a leader.  You might say, “How could that be?   If someone has all those qualities, he should be an effective leader.”  [ It reminded me of the parable that we just read from our Scripture reading this morning.  Please turn to Luke 18:9-14. ]  V. 9 “To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable.”  The young man I just described was one who was self-righteous, one who looked down at others.  Jesus in this parable was disturbed by self-righteous religious leaders because they focused on themselves and not on God.  Their priority was more on the doing than the being.

Some of us are self-righteous & strong doers.  I fit into that category.  We base our acceptance by God through all that we do.  Through this parable, Jesus shows what is not acceptable and what is acceptable when we approach Him.  [ As we look at v.10, we are introduced to the two main characters.  “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a Publican or tax collector.”  Outwardly, these two men apparently had the same purpose coming to the temple to pray.  They both came to seek God, but their approaches were very different.  Let us look at the Pharisee’s Prayer first follow by the Tax Collector’s Prayer.   ]
A. Two Men Enter the Temple (18:9-13)

1. The Pharisee’s Prayer (18:11-12)

The Pharisees were the religious leaders, who zealously followed the O.T. laws and religious traditions.  They were highly respected in the community.  The Pharisees taught the Scriptures and the law to the people, but unfortunately many became very proud of their “righteousness.”  As a result, they put themselves above the common people.  The name “Pharisee” means “the separated ones.”  Yes, we are to set ourselves apart from the world, but if we get arrogant about it, then we become self-righteous. 
 [ Let’s read v. 11-12 to see how the Pharisee prayed, “The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men- robbers, evildoers, adulterers- or even like this tax collector.  I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.”  As we look at the prayer, we learn a lot by examining their view of self and their view of God. ]
a. View of Self

Right off the bat, it says that the Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself.  Throughout the prayer, he talked about himself & all that he has done.  There was nothing said about God.  Ironically, prayer is submitting ourselves to God by asking.  The words of the Pharisee were not a prayer to God, but boasting of his own character before others.  He asked God for nothing.  
He compared himself being so much more righteous than others. The Pharisee could see the sins of others, but not his own sins.  When the Pharisee elevated himself, he put others down.  Here we see clearly that the Pharisee had a very arrogant spirit.  

APPLICATION:  Do we compare ourselves with others?  Do we elevate ourselves above others because we are more actively serving in the church?  Do we look down at others because we know more scripture than others?  How do we view those that are different from us: People that have holds a different political position than us?  Do we say, “I am glad that I am not like him or her?”  Do we criticize those that speak with an accent b/c they are from another country? 

As we look at the content of the Pharisee’s prayer, it appears that he is talking to God, but in reality, he was talking to himself and to those that were within hearing distance.  Although the Pharisees were supposed to lead people to God, we see that it was his intention to lead people to himself.  


APPLICATION:  As God has placed us in position of influence such as small group leaders or Sunday school teachers or a position of authority at church, are we directing people to God or are we directing people to ourselves?  As we serve God, are we doing it to get the applause from God or from our peers?  


From the Pharisee’s prayer, he acknowledged two spiritual acts of worship: Fasting and tithing.  According to the Law, people were only required to fast once a year, but the Pharisee boasted how he fasts two days a week.  He was more spiritual than others.  In addition, he boasted about his giving by saying that he not only gives 10% of his income, but 10% of all that he possessed.  They measured their spirituality by their outward performances.  But our outward behavior does not reflect our inner being.  

APPLICATION:  Some of us might feel self-righteous because of all of our accomplishments.  “I come to church not only on Sunday, but also during the week for small group.”  “I am serving actively at church.”  “I read the Bible and pray every day.”  “I even tithe.”  “God, look at how spiritual I am.” Are we focusing on what we have done?  If our attitude is not right, all that we do can become a mechanical rituals  Before we know it, we fall into the performance trap, where we become slaves to legalism.  We tend to compare the amount of deeds we have done with others.  May we not judge others base on what they do instead of what they are.  

The question before us is where do we find our identity?  For the Pharisee, he found his identity in what he does.  He based his acceptance from God on his own works.
b. View of God

When our view of ourselves is filled with pride, it usually affects our view of God, which will definitely affect our daily behaviors.  The higher view we have of ourselves, the lower view we have of God, therefore, the less we depend on the Lord.  The higher the view of God, the lower view we will have of ourselves.  

It is not enough to claim that we believe in God, but truly believe in God means living out what you believe with a proper attitude.  For the Pharisee, he was more concerned about what he has done instead of who he is. It is critical that we have a proper understanding of who we are and who God is. ]
[ We have examined the Pharisee’s prayer.  Now we will contrast that with the Publican’s prayer or the tax collector’s prayer. The Pharisee’s prayer was a proud prayer, but the publican’s prayer was a humble prayer.  ]
2. The Publican’s Prayer (18:13)

The tax-collectors were some of the most despised people during Jesus’ time because many of them were dishonest.  Many overcharged the people and kept the profits.  The Pharisee and the tax-collector were on the opposite extremes on the spiritual status chart.  People respected the Pharisee and hated the tax-collector.   How did the tax-collector pray?  What was his view of himself versus his view of God?  [ READ v. 13, “But the tax collector stood at a distance.  He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ ]  He viewed himself as a terrible sinner.  That is evident by his non-verbal as well as his verbal communication.  
a. View of Self

He stood at a distance in reference to the Holy Place in the Temple.  The tax-collector got as far away from it as he could b/c he sensed his unworthiness and sinfulness before God.  Secondly, he could not look up to heaven.  The tax-collector, conscious of his sin, felt totally ashamed of his sin.  Thirdly, he beat his breast, which was a sign of sorrow.  He was conveying how messed up he is.  He saw how wretched and wicked he was and how undeserving to stand before a holy God.  The tax-collector was basically saying, “I come not b/c of who I am, but b/c of what God has done.  I come not b/c of what I’ve done, but b/c of who God is.  He was broken, remorseful, and repentant of his sin.
ILLUSTRATION:  There was a leader that came to my office with his head hanging low as he shared that he was addicted to pornography and he was not worthy to serve God.  He not only was self-aware of his sin, but he understands how his sins hindered him from serving God.  He asked me to hold him accountable as he set up an app that records all of the internet sites that he goes on and flags all of those that were morally inappropriate sites and send them to whoever he chooses to hold him accountable.  He not only admitted to his sin but he also wanted to change his behavior.  That is what you call repentance.  


[ We have seen the tax collector’s view of self.  Now let us see what his view of God is. ]
b. View of God

He had a very simple prayer.  “God, have mercy on me, a sinner.”  He had a proper view of God.  He knew that he could only come before God to receive forgiveness.   He pleaded his case before the Almighty, holy, and just God.  He acknowledged that sin separates him from God and the tax collector needed mercy from God. 
APPLICATION:  There is nothing that we can do to gain God’s acceptance.  We are comforted knowing that when we humble ourselves before God, acknowledging our sins that He is just and faithful to forgive us and cleanse us from our unrighteousness.  God loves us so much that He has taken the initiative to reach out to us to save us.  If you have not trusted Christ, I invite you to trust Christ today.
[ We have witnessed these two men coming to the temple to pray.  Note what happens as the two men exit the temple.  Let’s read v.14, “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God.  For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”  ]
B. Two Men Exit the Temple (18:14)

1. The Publican is Received and Exalted by God (18:14a)

Jesus justified the tax-collector because he recognized his sinful condition.  The publican is received and exalted by God.  To justify means to declare righteous.  When we cry for mercy and turn from own sin to God, then we will be approved by God, who examines our heart and not our deeds.  We are saved through faith and not through our works.  The Lord acknowledged the tax-collector’s humility, which led to his repentance.  Jesus said, “He who humbles himself will be exalted; he who exalts himself will be humbled.”  If we want God’s favor, we must humble ourselves before the Lord.  
APPLICATION:  Are there sins that are hindering your relationship with God? May we not try to sweep them under the carpet.  May we confess it because God hates sin and we stand guilty before the righteous God.  The wages of sin is death, but Jesus bore the penalty of sin on the cross and as we humble ourselves and receive the gift of salvation by faith, then we are saved.  While the publican is received and exalted by God, the Pharisee is rejected & excluded by God. 
2. The Pharisee is Rejected and Excluded by God (18:14b)

Most of the time, we get in the way of God doing great things in and through us b/c of our pride. Pride causes us to depend on ourselves instead of depending on God.  Before we can used powerfully by the Lord, we must humbly take sin seriously.  
The Pharisee had a wrong view of himself and a wrong view of God.  He had deceived himself thinking that he could find acceptance from God by his self-righteous deeds.  On the other hand, the tax-collector had the right view of himself and the right view of God.  He humbled himself acknowledging himself as a “sinner” and his need for God.  He understood that God is a holy God, but a gracious God that forgives.  
God reminded through my reading as well as thru this passage that we need to be humble; one who sees how small he is and how big God is.  With this lowly attitude, one recognizes his need for God and his need to follow Him in obedience.   God exalts the humble followers and humbles the self-righteous followers.  I come not because of who I am, but because of what God has done.  I come not because of what I have done, but because of who God is. 
