Behold the Warrior Who Is to Wed
(Revelation 19:1-16)

Main Idea: The heavenly beings celebrate the coming of the King of kings as He judges His enemies and establishes His kingdom and weds His bride, the Church.

Introduction:  
2020 has been a surreal year with the COVID-19 virus that has totally changed our lives.  Many plans had to be cancelled.  Ellie’s family planned to have a family reunion at Lake Tahoe in July.  It was the first of its kind, but it didn’t take place.  My parents are in their 90’s and I planned to visit them for an extended period of time during my sabbatical.  However, because of the virus, my parents did not want me to come.  There were a lot of disappointments that we faced this year.  
All of us are eagerly waiting for the vaccine to come so that we can go back to our normal lives.  We are praying that it will arrive soon.  Pfizer last month announced that their vaccine is 95% effective against COVID-19.  People across the world rejoice, particularly those that are most vulnerable, such as the elderly as well as the first responders like the medical personnel and the fire fighters.  It was such good news that the stock market went haywire.   

Similarly, as we look at our passage this morning from Revelation 19, God’s children are waiting eagerly for the return of Christ.  We are living in a world filled with wickedness. It seems that evil tends to win out.  The good guy ends up with the short end of the stick.  We wonder if there can be true justice.  
The Israelites felt the same frustration during Jesus’ time.  Throughout the Old Testament, the prophets prophesied the coming of the Messiah, who would be the King of kings and Lord of lords.  His glorious kingdom will rule with righteousness.  The Jews were under the rule of the Romans Empire, the Israelites were waiting eagerly for the coming Messiah to establish His kingdom.  They wanted their coming King to save them from physical bondage.  However, when Jesus came during the First Coming, He came to save the people from their spiritual bondage of sin by dying on the cross for their sin.  It was not until at a future date that the Messiah would come back in the Second Coming to establish His Earthly reign.  Christ’s long awaited Second Coming is recorded here in Revelation 19.   
We have been studying passages centered on the person of Christ, highlighting his diverse excellencies or virtues.  They seem to be contrary to each other, but yet they are in perfect union in Christ.  We have seen Christ as the Lion, but also the Lamb.  Christ as God and Man.  Christ as the Master who came to serve; Christ being the Lord, yet He washed the disciples’ feet.  He is king who wore a crown of thorns. Today we come to the last diverse excellencies.  Christ as the warrior: King of kings, who chooses to marry or wed lowly people like us.  
There are two contrasting events in this passage.  The first part takes place in heaven and the second part takes place on earth.  We see celebration in heaven and we see condemnation on earth.  Christ return as the King of kings to destroy His enemies and reign as king.  READ 19:1-2, “After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, crying out, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, for his judgements are true and just; for he has judged the great prostitute who corrupted the earth with her immorality, and has avenged on her the blood of his servants.”

A. The Celebration in Heaven (Rev. 19:1-10)
We hear a great celebration in heaven.  Their worship was loud and enthusiastic.  A great multitude was worshiping and praising God for who He is and what He has done.  What did Jesus do?  He provided salvation and Judgment.  Who is Jesus?  He is true, just, powerful, and glory. Evil on earth has come to an end as the heavenly beings celebrate the second coming of Christ.  In verse 1, there was a loud voice from a great multitude in heaven praising God.
ILLUSTRATION:  This reminds me back in 1997.  It was the climax of the Promise Keepers, which was a movement where men were challenged to be godly leaders at their homes and churches.  We had a rally at the Washington D.C. mall, where over a million believers gathered.  The MC asked us, “What denomination are you from?” There was a big gibberish that went forth.  Then he asked, “Who is the Savior of the world?” Everyone shouted in unison “Jesus.”  It was amazing worshipping with in one accord among the million believers.  It brought goose pimples on my arms.  I could sense God’s presence as we praised Him.  We acknowledged & celebrated God’s glory and grace.  It gave me a glimpse of heaven as we praised God for who He is and what He has done.  
1. Praising the Lamb for his wrath on His enemies

Here in verse 1, a multitude cried out, “Hallelujah!”  Praise the Lord!  This celebrative word is used only 4x in the New Testament - all of them in Revelation 19.  The multitude praised God for He is the source of salvation.  Although we are lost, God provided redemption for us through Christ.  Glory, honor as well as power and authority belong to Him alone.  He is majesty and worthy of our praise.  
In verse 2, John explains the reason for the praise.  Up to this point, it seems like evil is reigning on earth.  Jesus comes back to reign and to judge his enemies.  The heavenly host is praising the Lamb for his wrath on His enemies.  And his judgment is true and just.  More specifically, Jesus has judged the great prostitute, which refers to Babylon in the previous chapter.  Babylon was responsible for corrupting the earth with her immorality and murdering of the Christians.  Christ comes back to destroy Babylon, the capital of the Evil Empire.  He also comes back to avenge those believers that were martyred.  God is a just God and He will avenge those that mistreated His people in His timing.  
Application:  Many times, when we are mistreated, we take things into our own hands and want to seek revenge.  God’s word makes it clear that God will avenge for us. (Rom. 12:19) “Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.”  

In v.3, the multitude praise God again by crying out the second “Hallelujah!”  It was like an encore.  The judgment that was brought upon Babylon is just the beginning of eternal punishment for her wickedness.  It will last forever.
The third Hallelujah is recorded in v. 4 where specific individuals were identified praising the Lamb for his wrath on his enemies.  READ v.4-5, “And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who was seated on the throne, saying, “Amen. Hallelujah!” And from the throne came a voice saying, “Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, small and great.”  We see both the angelic host as well as human elders were both falling down to worship God in one accord.  They celebrated in agreement with the multitude by saying, “Amen” or so be it or “I agree with you.  “Hallelujah” or praise the Lord. 
APPL:  When we worship the Lord, are we truly praising God or are we just mouthing the words.  May we pay attention to the lyrics as we sing to the Lord. Let us worship passionately and enthusiastically with our whole being.  I could see people watching football and worshipping their idol passionately and enthusiastically with their whole being.  We should worship God with greater passion and enthusiasm.  
[ We see in the first part of this passage a celebration in heaven.  They were celebrating two things: First, Praising the Lamb for his wrath toward His enemies.  Now the second thing that they are celebrating is Praising the Lamb for his wedding with His bride.  The Lamb is referring to Christ.  You remember John the Baptist describing Jesus by saying, “Behold, the Lamb of God.”  READ vv.6-7 “Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah!  For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns.  Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready.”
2. Praising the Lamb for his wedding with His bride (19:6-10)
V6, there is similar language as recorded in verse 1.  The celebration was loud and enthusiastic like the roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty thunder, crying out, Hallelujah! This is the 4th time that is used.  For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns.  We see Jesus comes to reign as King.   Finally in v.7, the awaited marriage of the Lamb has come.  
In the Jewish tradition, there are three components to a wedding.  First, there was an engagement, usually made by the parents when the prospective bride and groom were quite young.  A suitable dowry was offered as part of the contract.  At a later time when the couple had reached a suitable age, the second step in the wedding took place. This was a ceremony in which the bridegroom accompanied by his friends would go to the house of the bride and claim her for himself and escort her to his home.   Third, he would take her to his home for the wedding supper and all the guests would join the happy couple.  This feast could last as long as a week.  

ILLUSTRATION

Before I started dating Ellie, I felt unworthy to date her because she was so much smarter than me.  I am thankful that God allowed us to get married almost 38 years ago.  Before the wedding, I had to pay a dowry, where I brought  roast pig on a massive platter with 200 Chinese pastries. I brought all these goodies to Ellie’s home, where all of her family and relatives waited upon my arrival.  When I arrived, the family greeted me and gave me a new suit, new belt, and new shoes as a sign of a new blessed beginning.  We then had a big celebrative meal together.  
In Eph. 1:4, “He chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him.”  God the Father has chosen us to be King Jesus’ bride.  We are not worthy to be a King’s bride.  However, God has chosen us.  There was nothing that we have done that deserves His selection.  It is totally grace.  Jesus made a payment like a dowry to purchase us out of the bondage of sin.  (2 Cor. 5:21) “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” (1 Cor. 6:20) “For you were bought with a price.  So glorify God in your body.” Christ gave his life by dying on the cross to pay the penalty of sin on our behalf.  When we place our faith in Him, then we are saved.  We owe our lives to Him.  

Today, the church is “engaged” to Jesus Christ.  In the Old Testament, the people of Israel were called the wife of the Lord.  In the New Testament, the church is described as the wife of Christ in Eph. 5:23,24.  We are living in stage 2 of the Jewish wedding, where we are waiting for the bridegroom to come to claim us for himself and escort us to His home. We as the bride are to get ourselves ready for the Groom to come to get us at the second coming.  What are we to be doing in the meantime?  Remember in the ladder part of v.7-8, “his bride has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure- for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.”
In verse 8, the bride is described as dressed in “fine linen, clean and white.”  This fine linen is described as the righteous deeds of the saints.  Surely, we are not saved by our righteous deeds, but our righteous deeds do show our love for the groom. The Bible says in (John 14:23) “Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching.  My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.”  (James 2:26b) “Faith without deeds is dead.” (Matt. 7:21) “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.”  How we get ready for the second coming of Christ is to live in obedience and faithfulness to Christ.  Are we being obedient to Christ’s teaching?  God is not interested in what we know, but what we do with what we know.  

ILLUSTRATION:  There was a brother reading Psalm 68 this week, which talks about God being a God of the fatherless, the widows, the lonely, and the poor.  He was convicted and he should care for the poor more.  As a result, he signed up to partner with Shearn Elementary School to bring food to a needy family.  Is God prompting you to do something today?  Are you going to be obedient to the Lord?  We get ready by obeying Jesus and pleasing Him.  Our righteous deeds are a sign that we love Jesus.  Ask King Jesus, what should I do for Him today?  We do not know when the bridegroom will come to get us, but we are to be watchful and be ready.  Make ourselves presentable before Christ.  For the third step of the marriage is the wedding supper.  
[ The first part of this passage focused on what was happening in heaven; there was great celebration.  Now, the attention is turned to Earth, where there is a great confrontation.  We see the appearance of the King.  King Jesus comes to reign and judge.  READ v.11, “Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse!  The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war.”  We see king Jesus comes to judge his enemies and reign with authority.  I will break this section into two parts: First, we look at the appearance of the King- how he is described and second, we will look at the autographs or titles of the King.]
B. The Confrontation on Earth: 
1. The appearance of the King (19:11-15)

Heaven opens and we see a rider on a white horse.  The white horse symbolizes victory.  Many times, we see a general riding on a white horse showing he is coming home triumphantly.  What is this king or rider doing?  He is judging and making war.  Jesus comes to judge and reign as king.  The context of this passage is that nations were gathered together to oppose the Jews at Armageddon.  King Jesus came from heaven with armies following him to destroy all of these evil nations. Here is the confrontation on earth.  [ In verses 12-13, we will see more description of the king by examining the apparel of the King, “His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself.  He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is the Word of God.”  ]
Back in v. 2, we recall that Jesus was praised judging the great prostitute or the wicked nations.  King Jesus will totally destroy them.  The king’s eyes are like a flame of fire, which communicates fierce judgment.  On the head of this king are many diadems.  These are crowns of royalty.  It speaks of authority.  In verse 13, it states that his robe was dipped in blood.  The blood that is referred here is not his own blood, but the blood of His enemies.  He has come to judge the wicked and claim His throne.  Many believers were martyred for their faith in Christ.  However, justice prevails as king, who is faithful and true, come to vindicate the saints.  
Verse 15 provides three more pictures of judgment, namely, sword, rod, and winepress. “From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron.  He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty.”  These three images, sword, rod, and winepress, depict authority and judgment from the king.  The king’s sword have much power that will strike the nations down.  The rod of iron speaks of his authority to rule as king.  He has the right to make judgment because of his position. The winepress symbolizes judgment as it speaks of the wrath of God.  It is poured upon those that challenge God’s authority.  God has given King Jesus the authority to judge and to rule.   
APPLICATION:  Too often, we just see King Jesus as a loving God.  But we need to remember that he is also a righteous and just God, who will judge evil and sin.  May we not take sin lightly.  God will hold us accountable for our sinfulness.  

 [ We not only want to identify the appearance of the King, but also the autograph or titles of the King.  There are five of them.  The first two are recorded in v.11, “Faithful and True.”
2. The autograph/titles of the King

a. Faithful and True (v.11)
King Jesus is described as Faithful.  He is acknowledged as one who is dependable, reliable and trust worthy.  Not only is He faithful, but also True.  This characteristic conveys authenticity and genuineness. There is no other king that can be compared with King Jesus.  Because He is faithful and true, he has the right to judge and rule. The third title is concealed.  READ v.12b, “… and he has a name written that no one knows but himself.”

b. Concealed Title

This concealed title cannot be grasped by human minds.  It is incomprehensible.   Let us look at to the next autograph or title of King Jesus.  It is recorded in verse 14b, “the name by which he is called is the Word of God.” 

c. Word of God

King Jesus is called the Word of God, which depicts the perfect mediator for man and God.  Through Jesus, he is the means of communicating on behalf of God as well as on behalf of man.  (1 Tim. 2:5) “For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”  Jesus in John 1:14, is described as the incarnate Word.  He is God who became a man to identify with us and to go to the cross to pay the penalty of our sin.  As a result, when we place our faith in Him, we no longer slaves to sin, but cleansed by the blood of Christ and God sees us as righteous.  This gives Him the authority to reign. [ And the final autograph of the king or the title given to Him.  It is recorded in verse 16, “On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.”  ]
d. King of kings and Lord of lords

The final autograph or title given to King Jesus is that He is the King of kings and Lord of lords.  He is superior over and above all the kings.  There is no comparison to King Jesus.  Because of who He is and what He has done, He has the right to rule.  He is able to judge and reign. May we yield our allegiance to Him.  
When King Jesus returns, He will judge evil.  Persecution of the righteous ends.  Satan and his demons’ desire to reign will be crushed.  King Jesus will reign alone.  We see the heavenly beings celebrating the coming of the King of kings as He judges His enemies and establishes His kingdom and weds His bride, the Church.  Truly we do not deserve to be called King Jesus’ bride.  But God has chosen us and valued us in spite of our sinfulness.  Therefore, we owe our lives to King Jesus.  May we prepare ourselves to be ready for Christ’s second coming.  
