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If God is For Us: The Life and Trials of Joseph 

Shaming the Strong  
Genesis 38:1–30 

 
Genesis 38 is a microcosm of the book at large. Every story presents raw and honest 
portrayals of these biblical characters, highlighting God’s grace when they fall. In Judah’s 
case, his story arc swiftly descends into a sordid mess of sin and shame. But, by the 
end, he confesses and undergoes a transformation that explains the profound change in 
him when he reappears later in the narrative. 
 
1.​ A vindication for Tamar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.​ A breakthrough for Judah 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.​ A salvation for God’s covenant people 
 
 
 
 

 


